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■Color , A bove, lighfc yellowish-brown, witliont dor&al spots, but 
with a conspicuous black vertebra! line ruitnhig fche whole lengfch of 
fche borly and tail, as well as the usual tail bands. Iieacl and necfc 
black, with a pale yellowish line along eacli upper lip, interrupted 
below the eye, Belly coral pink, Tail below, more or less thickly 
spotted with black. 

No* 6 is infcermediate befcween fclie fcwo fornis. The nsual dorsa! 
dots are present as well as the conspicuous vertebral line, 

Mr, Bculenger ( Cal. Suakes, and Fauna Malay Fen *) gives fche 
nurnber of ventrals shields as varying from 205-247. The clifference 
in fche number in the Siamese specimens is nofceworthy* 

Major Wall {Timon. Terrest, Sn. BriL Ind *) i?i his su p ple ruent- 
ary charae te rs of Identification s&ys :— Anterior subii nguala touc li 4 
infra-labials, The difference in the Si ani ese specimens will again 
be noterl. 

Typhlaps nigroalhm found in the stomach of No. 4 has nofc yefc 
been recorded from Siam, alfchough I have seen specimens from ofcher 
parfcs of the counfcry. 

I am indebted fco Mr. Boulenger for identifying this species. 

MALCOLM SM1TH. 


Juhj) 1914, 


No, SIIL—SLUGGLSHNE3S OF A PYTHON. 

While working on a hillfcop of some 250 met res elevati ou 
recenti y, the coolies dUcovered a python curled up in a small cavify 
formet! by big, loose boulders. The cavifcy was too small for a man to 
en ter and since fche gall bladder was requiret! to make medicine, they 
finally dccided to build a fire of glowiug embers in the cavity and 
roasfc him out. The snake, however, proferret! to roast rather than 
face his enemies, who were waifcing ronnd fche entrance with boulders 
and axes. Affcer some half houps time he was so stupefied with 
sinoke fchafc a noose was casfc over his head and he was ignominiously 
hauled oufc—offering littla resistance. 

It was found that the body was burnt in severaI places and 
fcho skin bl&tered. The python measured just over 4 matres and was 
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as thick as a man’s thigh, though it did not appear to have fed 
r eeent.ly. 

K- G. 6AIRDNEK 

March, 19 1 4 

[Fmm the descriptiori oF tliitr snake given lis by Mi\ Gdrdner, it was 
no dotibt Python reticulata*. Eds<[| 


No. XIV.—QN THE BREEDING HABITS OF HYPSIRHINA 
EN HYDRIS AND IIERPETON TENTO A ULATUM 
{THE TENTACLE SNAKE). 

HypsirJdna enhydrU. The followuig observat ions confmn and 
snppletnent wfaat is alraady lrnown about the breeding habits of this 
species. 

1 obtained a female in the mouth of December showing enlarged 
ovarian folli des, ici which the embryos, 10 in nuniber, could be just 
diseerned. 1 received another gravid female in April, containing 18 
young ones, their development in this case being well advanced, The 
mother was a very large specimen mwsimng 680 mm, in lengtk. A 
third was caught io July, wliieh gave birth to a single still-born young 
oue, probably the List of her brooch The other records, quoted by Major 
Wall in his article on this snake in the Journal of the Bombmj Naiural 
Jlistortj Society , are as follows :—“ Colonei Evans carne across a pair in 
copula in Lower Burina on October 16th. # # * * Another was 

laken by Theobald near Rangoou in a gravid conditi on in Mardi-” 

By piecing all this evidence together, it would appear, therefore, 
that interconrse takes place at the end of the rainy season, about 
October, and that the young are born when the rains have agam set 
in, about Jutie or Jtily, 

The single young oue, referred to above, raeasured ISO mm. in 
length, and resembled the parent in every way except that, as is usually 
the case, the colomtion and markings were more vivid. 

Ilerpeton fentamlatum . In the C at alogae of Sndkes in ihe Brifish 
Museum, the nuniber of scales across mid-body in this snake is given 
as 37. An examinat ion of a nuniber of specimens has shown me 
that this is not always the case, but that tliey may vary from 35 to 39* 
I have recently been abi e to examine a brood of 13 young ones, which 
showa this variation very fully. Unfortunately fchey did not come to 


